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Anorca'schorocterstic oo
water, takan from the Saoncher, See more arco photos inside on poge 2,

or pattern s evident in ths photo of an arcao just under

Orca sighting aboard the Searcher

Baabiz Apwa Veorde—FPebopary 16, 2003 Somedmes weather drives sailors inmo porg
other dmes, it beckons them out @ sea Afwer an early-morning walk, the glasoy
waters of the Gulf of California were calling o us. Captain Art decided wm

torgo an afternoon snorkel because the weather was perfect for whalewarching.

We weighed anchor and headed out intg deep water w look for whales,

We were richly rewarded for that decision, as it wasn't long before the cry of
“orca” rang out [t was the first dme in five vears or so that we have spoted the
whales on one of our Baja wrips. We encountered 2 group of 13 —three males,
twn calves and the rest fermales. Whart a showd

Orcas {also known as killer whales, Cndrer ) are the largest of the dolphin
family of wothed whales, They are best known for their stans 3s the ocean s
top predamt, and have been known o car fish, seabirds, and other marine
rmarmrmals including giant baleen whales,

Our incredible, up-close views and the dme we spent with the orcas was ouly
rermarkable. Bow riding and closcly following the haar, the whales were
spectacular, A highlight was warching a cow-calf pair bow ride, seemingly
close enough w wouch. We sayed with the pod for more than two hours, and
we could have sayed longer, bur they were heading north and we needed m
rurn sourh.

Later in the afternoon, we spoted blue whales and the elusive dwarf sperm
whales (Kogis deins), as well as brown- and blue-footed boobies. We ended the
day with a

margarita party and dinner, bioluminescence and star gazing. What a day!
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Orcas! — we spent several hours
observing o pod of orcos off Bahia
Apua Verde onow Februory 7-18 frip.
Experts identify indhviduo! whobes by
the sze and shape of the whale's
dorsal fin,
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Frbrwary ¥, 2007, & sex Prior to our
arrival ar the San Benims Islands we
encouniered a large apprejadon of
fin whales {12-15) which included
several juveniles: Itwas an excellent
and unusual sightdng: groups of this
many fin whales are notofen
encountered off the West Coast of
Baja, or even in the Seaof Corez.

Theze finbacks were easy-poing and
allowed vs m get quite close. They
even approached us for some close
“fly-bys”” Fin whales feed primarily
on small schooling fishes, and we

TANIM Z
PROFILE

Fin whale
Balsenopaons physabis

wanched the whales search for food.
We were treaed w2 quitet a show
warching them lunge feed.

Wi spoted spouts from other large
whales bur didn’t have dme m
approach all of them o obain
posiove idendficanons. Nany, if not
all, were likely more fin whales.
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Almond- and
Sage-Crusted
almon
with Red Pepper Coulis

four 5 m f-0z salmon flles
| cup tasted almond
1/4 cup fresh sape
alive nil
salt and pepper

Ked Pepper Comiis
3 red peppers, seeded
1/2 cup vellow onion
/2 cup whire wine
1/2 t=p cumin
1/4 Ep curry powder
1 T buter

) >

Prehear over w 350°, Toast almonds
undl light brown, then cool. In food
processor, pulse wasted almonds and
sane 0 coarse crumbs. Add salr and
pepper.

Brush salmon tillets with olive oil and
coat with almond-sage crumbs. Cook at
350 ® undl the juices run clear {abou
15-20 minues),

Dice onions and peppers. Saute in a
medium saucepan with bumer abour

| minute. Add wine, cumin and curry
powder. Cook undl soft and liquids
are redeased, Poree mixmore in fond
processor, then strain through a fine
siewve.

To serve, place
salmon on tp

of a small

puddle of warm
coulis. Crarnish
with chopped
green onions and
serve with fce
and seasonal
VESTIEs,

— ey Chamies
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Baja School Friends

This spring the Yesvher made 2
special delivery o the whale
laronns: supplics for the local
schools, donared by Baja School
Friends [B5E).

The goal of the BSF organizadon is
o provide supplies, equipment and
support o the schools of Lajnina
villape in Baja California's San
Ignacio Lapoon, Mexico. BSF is
comprised of more than B members
trom 3l over the country., Through
their generosity the program has
been successful ar providing school
children with irems from the basics
like pencils, pens, chalk, paper and
glue m microscopes and other lab
eqQUpment, and even jump ropes,
hiars, halls and more

playground equipment,

[t all started in 2001, when long-ame
whale warchers Clandeme and [Dick
VWhite raveled ™ San [pnacio
Laproon in search of gray whales.
The Whites met the children of the
villape and fell in love with them. A
trip o the

villape school revealed thar the
schools had no elecricinoy, no
running water, and minimal school
and playground supplies.

Back at home, the Whites began
collecting school supplies and play
ground equpment o send w the
villagre, However, the remone seting
dowes nove lend ieelf o casy delivery.,
Organizatons like Baja Expedidons,
Inc, and the Yessber help by
delivering the supplics o the villape.

The White's project grew w hecome
Baja School Friends. The school and
the kids have grown as well. Some of
the srudents who were in e¢lementary
school when supplies were first sent
are now enrolled in oniversides,
Cing is stdving ecomuarism, which
will nlomaely benefit the villagpe and
others like ic In A1, the schools
went anly m the sixth grade; further
education required them o move m
znother wwn. Today, throuph the
effores of BSF and others, the

school poes through the ninth grade,

LOgUNa vilDge CHaEs oS penafit from schood sup

Friends.

b

a Schood Friends donates ¢
suppiies Foe points ond morkers

Hopefully, in the near future there
will be high school graduates from a
Lapana high schoaol.

In creatng BSF, the Whines
combined their love of whales, kds,
and education wward 3 single effore
BSF has no salaried emplovees, no
dues, and ather than minor
administradve and mailing cosrs, all
funding pocs w supplics and
improvement af the schoaol facilides.
For more informaton vou can
contact BSEF a

Bajas choolfriends@dsbeglobal net
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Ask the —Z[S
Naturﬂnst

Where do
you see
Guadalupe
fur seals?

: " Crumadalupe

Marc We r ol fur scals
I'Sf vl s {Arrocgpbaler

& InEwaar | were
. heavily hunted in
the 1%h cenmury. Experts thought they were exi net, bt
individuals were sighted apain in 1926, An expedidon
confirmed the specics’ survival by finding animals
breeding on Isla Camdalupe {off cenrral Baja California)
1954, The species has been making a comeback ever
since. The most recent populadon esomare Ccomes from
1593 sapproximarely 7400 animals, believed m be
increasing ata rate of almost 14% per year.

In %97 a team of researchers found a breeding colony
of (uadalupe fur seals on Bast San Benim Island. This
year we noted more for seals haoled our near the
landing cove on West 5an Benim Island than we “ve
gCCN In years past We hope this is another posidve sign
of the ongoing recovery of this species.

With strong protecton from both Mexico and the
United Stares, the Guadalupe fur seal may ver reocoupy
their

former range, which includes colonies in the California
Channel Islands and possibly the Farallon [slands off
san Francisco. The recent surprising discovery of
Cuadalupe fur seal remains in Matdve American middens
as far north a8 Washingon Stare nui.;{l..' zts thar we =dll

Tweo subodult Guodalupe fur sealk spor neor the waober's
adge.
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After 20 vears of our beloved gray whale T-shirt design,
we asked scicnce illustramor and Searcher nanralist Perer
{mcde @ produce 3 new design for our 2009 mours,

Wi asked for alot Include a gray whale cow with a calf,
a hird species, a blooming cactus, a pinniped .. and oh
yeah —don't forger that los of goests come o Baja just
o see blue whales. And for some people, seeing
dolphins leaping and bowriding makes their wip special.
And on top of itall, make irlook like an ocean
advenmre.

Though the order was wall, Peter delivered a carefully
creared design, He asked experts for inpur on his bloe
whale size and shape and color. And were the gray whale
barnacles showing enough? Bahy elephant seals are
popular in photwographs, bur snorkeling with sealions ar
Islas Los Islowes is high on the list for many Searcher
peararal History Tours pardcipants. And you know you
we entered Baja's pelagic bird realm ar the first glimpse
of a frigatebird. Marrowing down the animals thar went
into the design was wugh. He prodoced a species-rich
design with the nautcal compass rose as the background.
We love i We e printed it on the mailing panel of this
newslemer.

We're nmying something new with styles as well. We affer
a pullover hooded swearshirt and ladies * styles in long-
and shorr-sleeved wes. Men can also choose along- or
shorr-sleeved T-shirr

Letus know if vou like &@ bay a T-shim or sweashir and
we'll gerone in the mal o vow OR inin us an a 210
advenmre and buy one in p..rmn the -::

o see all the species in the desi
.-"_.-?/é_!



Searcher Natural History Tours 2009-2010 Schedule

12 days In Baja: San Diego
to Cabo 5an Lucas

Feb 7-18. 2010 §3.575

FM—H—WI
Mar 25-April 5, 2010 §3.5%5
April #-20, 2010 53,450

Mapnificent pray whales, frolicking
dolphins, and vast numbers of
seabirds welcome you m Baja.
Explore the offshore islands of
lslas Todos Santos and 1slas San
Benim looking for harbor seals, sea
lions, elephant seals, and

nesong birds, Hikes reward you
with breathtaking visms and
glimpses of rare plant life. In
Lapuna San Ignacio, pangas bring
us eye-m-cye with gray whales.

You'll have dme to explore prisine
beaches and mangroves before we
move south m spend more dme at
sed with pray whales and watch
blue whales, common dolphins,
and frgarhinds, offshore Cabo
San Lucas, we'll look for the
acrobatc humpback whales of

(Gorda Banks,

Pheto by John Jonevy

Explore some of the most
beaudful islands and beaches of
the Sea of Cortez and snorkel
among brilliant reef fishes and
California sea lions. We "1l search
for blue, fin and sperms whales as
well as botdenose and common
dolphins and sea lions, Explore
and photograph Baja 's beaches,
tide pools, islands plants, and bird
life. Passenpers board the

Searcher in San Diepo and fly home
from Cabo San Lucas.

Offshore Birding Adventure
September 7-11, 200%

This pelagic birding advenmre is
the only way o see some of our
most elusive scabirds! We mke you
i the Cortez Bank and the 1,0
fathom curve near the offshore

L.5. /Mexico border in search of
Cool’s petrel, red-hilled and red-
miled tropichirds, Laysan and
black-footed albatross, and other
seabirds such as pulls, terns, and
shearwraters. 51,015



